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1899 


April 3, 1899 
“What Is Faith?” The Bible Echo 14, 14, pp. 113, 114. 


ATJ 


WHEN Abraham and Sarah had cleared themselves of all the 
scheme of unbelief which had produced Ishmael, and had stood 
upon faith alone,—lIsaac, the true child of the promise, was 
born.BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.1 


In hearkening to the voice of Sarai (Genesis 16:7), Abram had 
swerved from the line of strict integrity to the word of God, from the 
strictness of true faith; and now that he had returned to the word 
only, to true faith, he must be tested before it could be certainly said 
of him that his faith was counted for righteousness.BEST April 3, 
1899, page 113.2 


He had trusted the naked word of God as against Ishmael, and had 
obtained Isaac, the true child of the promise of God. And now, 
having obtained Isaac, the question must be determined whether he 
would trust the naked word of God as against even Isaac 
himself.BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.3 


Accordingly, God said to Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains 
which | will tell thee of."BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.4 


Abraham had received Isaac from God, by trusting the word of God 
only. Isaac alone was the seed promised by the word of the Lord. 
After Isaac was born, God had confirmed the word by declaring, “In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called.” Genesis 21:12. And now came the 
word of God, Take thy son, thine only son Isaac, and offer him for a 
burnt-offering. BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.5 


God had declared to Abraham, Thy seed shall be as the stars of 
heaven for multitude; “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
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be blessed;” “In Isaac shall thy seed be called;” andnow, Offer 
Isaac for a burnt-offering!BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.6 


But, if Isaac is offered for a burnt-offering, if Isaac is burned up, 
what will become of the promise of the blessing of all nations in 
him? What will become of the promise, Thy seed shall be as the 
stars of heaven innumerable? Yet there stood the word, Offer Isaac 
for a burnt-offering. Abraham had trusted the word of God only, as 
against Ishmael; but this is more than trusting the word of God as 
against /saac—it is trusting the word of God as against the word of 
God!BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.7 


And Abraham did it, hoping against hope. God had said: Thy seed 
shall be as the stars of heaven; In Isaac shall thy seed be called; 
Offer Isaac for a burnt-offering. Abraham did not insist that God 
should “harmonise these passages.” It was all-sufficient for him to 
know that the statements were all the word of God. Knowing this, 
he would trust that word, would follow that word, and would let the 
Lord “harmonise these passages,” or “explain these texts,” if any 
such thing were needed.BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.8 


Said Abraham: God has said, Offer Isaac for a burnt-offering. That | 
will do. God has said, “In Isaac shall thy seed be called;” and, Thy 
seed shall be as the stars of heaven for multitude. | interfered once 
in the promise, and hindered it till | repudiated all that | had done, 
and came back to the word only. Then, by a miracle, God gave me 
Isaac, the promised seed. NowHe says, Offer Isaac, the promised 
seed, for a burnt-offering. | will do it: by a miracle God gave him at 
the first; and by a miracle God can restore him. Yet when | shall 
have offered him for a burnt-offering, he will be dead; and the only 
miracle that can then restore him is a miracle that will bring him 
back from the dead. But God is able to do even that, and he will do 
it; for His word is spoken, Thy seed shall be as the stars of heaven 
for multitude, and, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. And even the 
bringing back of Isaac from the dead will be to God no more than 
He has already done; for, as to offspring, both my body and Sarah’s 
were as good as dead, and yet God brought faith Isaac from us. He 
can raise Isaac from the dead, and He will. Bless the LordBEST 
April 3, 1899, page 113.9 





It was settled. He arose, and took his servants and Isaac, and went 
three days’ journey “unto the place of which God had told him.” And 
when on the third day he “saw the place afar off,” “Abraham said 
unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” Genesis 22:5. 
Who will go?—“I and the lad will go.” And who will come again?—‘l 
and the lad will go, ... and come again to you.” Abraham expected 
to have Isaac come back with him as certainly as that he went with 
him.BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.10 


Abraham expected to offer Isaac for a burnt-offering, and expected 
then to see Isaac rise from the ashes and go back with him. For the 
word of God had gone forth, In Isaac shall thy seed be called, and, 
Thy seed shall be as the stars of heaven for multitude. And 
Abraham would trust that word only, believing that it could never 
fail. Hebrews 11:17-19.BEST April 3, 1899, page 113.11 


THIS IS FAITH. And thus “the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness.” James 2:23. But yet above this, “It was not written 
for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him: but for us also, to 
whom it shall be imputed: if we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead: who was delivered for cur offences, and 
was raised again for our justification.” Romans 4:23-25.BEST April 
3, 1899, page 113.12 


To trust the word of God only: to depend upon the word of God 
only: to depend upon the word of God, even as against the word of 
God,—this is FAITH. This is the faith which brings the 
righteousness of God.BEST April 3, 1899, page 114.1 


This is what it is to exercise faith. This is “what the scripture means 
when urging upon us the necessity of exercising faith.” And 
“understanding how to exercise faith,” is the science of the 
gospel.BEST April 3, 1899, page 114.2 


A. T. JONES. 





May 22, 1899 
“Faith and the Word” The Bible Echo 14, 14, pp. 171, 172. 


ATJ 


THE knowledge of what the scripture means when urging upon us 
the necessity of cultivating faith, is more essential than other 
knowledge that can be acquired."BEST May 22, 1899, page 171.1 


The centurion desired that the Lord should do for him a certain 
thing. The Lord said, “I will came,” and do it. The centurion said; 
“No,” speak the word only,” it shall be done.BEST May 22, 1899, 
page 171.2 


The centurion, then, expected “the word only” to do the work. He 
depended upon “the word only” for the fulfillment of his desire. And 
Jesus said that that is “faith” even “great faith. BEST May 22, 1899, 
page 171.3 


And by all this it is perfectly plain that faith is the expectation that 
the word of God will do what the word says; and that the depending 
upon that word to do what it says. BEST May 22, 1899, page 171.4 


The centurion did not expect, himself, to do what the Lord said. 
That would not have been faith; because it would have been to 
deny any power, or life, in the word, and would have been to 
depend altogether on himself. BEST May 22, 1899, page 171.5 


Yet you have said, many and many a time, that you would do what 
the word of God says. Often you have depended on yourself to do 
what the word says, instead of depending on that word to do what it 
says. And then you wondered why you did not succeed better in the 
Christian life. There is no place for wonder. You did not exercise 
faith: it was all yourself, and none of God.BEST May 22, 1899, page 
172.1 


Yet more: the centurion did not expect even the Lord to do what the 
word said; that is, he did not expect the Lord to speak the word, and 
then, apart from that word and by some other means, himself do 
what the word said. Even that would not have been faith, because it 
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would have been to ignore the word as the living and powerful thing 
that it is, and would have been to deny that God is able to do what 
He wishes, simply by His word.BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.2 


Yet many and many a time you, having the word of God before your 
eyes, and earnestly desiring in yourself what the word says, have 
turned away from that word, and have asked the Lord to do for you, 
and in you, what the word says. Instead of expecting the word itself 
to do what it says, because it is the word of God, you expected the 
Lord to do, apart from the word and by some other means, what the 
word says.BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.3 


And then you wondered and were perplexed that what you asked 
was not done. But there was no place for any wonder or perplexity. 
Your expectation was vain. Your asking was not of faith: it ignored 
the word of God.BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.4 


You were without excuse, too, in both these ways; for, all the time, 
there stood your Lord’s plain showing of what is faith; and you had 
read it many a time. You have read that the centurion said to the 
Lord, “Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” It was 
there plainly shown that the centurion expected “the word only” to 
do what he wished, and depended upon “the word only” to do it. 
You had read the word of Jesus that this was “great faith” and that 
therefore he did “speak the word only,” and the “servant was healed 
in the selfsame hour.” You had also read a number of other 
instances showing that the Lord did everything by speaking the 
word only.BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.5 


Would you exercise great faith? Then receive the word of God as it 
is in truth, the word of God; expect that word only, to do what it 
says; depend upon the word only, to do for you, and in you, what 
that word says.BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.6 


Then, asking in faith, you will receive what you ask; and being 
justified by faith, you will have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. BEST May 22, 1899, page 172.7 


A. T. JONES. 





June 5, 1899 


“God’s Message to the World” The Bible Echo 14, 23, pp. 186, 187. 


ATJ 


IN the book of Daniel there are four announcements, or 
proclamations, of God’s truth to the world, all by kings of the world. 
All this was brought about through the faithfulness of the people of 
God in captivity. And the people of God being in captivity was 
simply the consequence of their failure to be faithful out of 
captivity. BEST June 5, 1899, page 186.1 


If the people of God had been as faithful in Judea as they were in 
Babylon, they never would have seen Babylon; and if the people of 
God being as faithful in Judea as they were in Babylon, the light 
shining through them in their faithfulness in Judea as in Babylon, 
God would never have needed to use the kings of the kingdoms 
aside from the special people of God to spread His truth to the 
world. That is true yet, and in this the book of Daniel is present truth 
now. It is, and has been, in the people always to be most faithful 
only under the greatest disadvantages.BEST June 5, 1899, page 
186.2 


Do not forget that God’s church and God’s people are the light of 
the world, whether they are free and in peace, and dwelling as He 
longs for them to do; or whether they are in the darkness and the 
gloom of a dungeon and captivity. They are the light of the world, 
and the light shines through them. If they will bedim it, if they will not 
let it shine during peace and quietness, and through all the 
advantages which He gives, and which He longs for us to enjoy; 
then it will shine anyhow, and it will have to shine through the 
disadvantages of distress and captivity. But it will shine; and it will 
reach the people of the world, whom it should reach; and they will 
receive it and glorify God. In captivity, whatever is done, is 
preaching the gospel, and is reaching souls. We have that comfort 
always. Yet we would do all that without the captivity if we were only 
as faithful to God out of captivity as we always will be in 
captivity. BEST June 5, 1899, page 187.1 





A. T. JONES. 





July 10, 1899 
“The Son of Man” The Bible Echo 14, 28, pp. 227, 228. 


ATJ 


ADAM “was the son of God.”Luke 1:38.BEST July 10, 1899, page 
227.1 


As the son of God, he was endowed to perfection with every faculty 
and every power that the Creator could bestow upon him.BEST July 
10, 1899, page 227.2 


As the son of God, he was favoured with every advantage of 
nature. There perfection was before him on every hand; everything 
reflected the glory of God, and spoke to him of the wisdom of 
God.BEST July 10, 1899, page 227.3 


Yet, endowed with all these powers, and surrounded with all these 
advantages, Adam, the son of God, failed.BEST July 10, 1899, 
page 227.4 


He sinned; and so brought the world under the curse, and filled the 
world with woe.BEST July 10, 1899, page 227.5 


With the tide of sin steadily flowing for four thousand years, the 
sons of man had reached such a point in degeneracy and 
wickedness that neither demons nor men, nor even angels, could 
see any way but that God must inevitably let loose His justice, and 
at once blot out the whole.BEST July 10, 1899, page 227.6 


And just as that point Christ became the Son of MAN.BEST July 10, 
1899, page 227.7 


He became the Son of man as MAN WASat that point. BEST July 
10, 1899, page 227.8 


As the Son of MAN, He was subject to all the weaknesses that had 
been entailed upon the race through the degeneracy, personal and 
hereditary, of the successive generations of evil-doers. BEST July 
10, 1899, page 227.9 
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As the Son of man He was also surrounded, and opposed on every 
hand, by all the disadvantages of a world laden with the ever- 
increasing curse.BEST July 10, 1899, page 227.10 


As the Son of MAN, in addition to all this, there was “laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all;” He “took our infirmities, and bear our sicknesses;” 
He was “made a curse for us."BEST July 10, 1899, page 227.11 


Thus, under all the disadvantages of the curse, and under the curse 
Himself, laden with the weaknesses, the degeneracy, and the sins 
of the race when at the brink of ruin, Christ, The Son of MAN, 
triumphed, just where, with all the advantages of the unhindered 
blessing of God, with all the advantages of open and full 
communion with angels, and even with the Lord Himself, and with 
all the advantages of perfection in himself and in all creation about 
him, Adam, the son of God, FAILEDBEST July 10, 1899, page 
227.12 


And in this triumph, Christ, the Son of MAN, brought this same 
triumph to ever other son of man in the world. Bless the Lord!BEST 
July 10, 1899, page 228.1 


O believe Him, O receive Him.BEST July 10, 1899, page 228.2 
“The Lion of JudahBEST July 10, 1899, page 228.3 

Can break every chainBEST July 10, 1899, page 228.4 

And give us the victory, BEST July 10, 1899, page 228.5 

Again and again.”BEST July 10, 1899, page 228.6 


“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift” of Christ to be “the 
Son of man.”BEST July 10, 1899, page 228.7 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 17, 1899 
“Conversion and Translation” The Bible Echo 14, 29, pp. 234, 235. 


ATJ 


THERE is a serious and very bothersome mistake, which is made 
by many persons.BEST July 17, 1899, page 234.1 


That mistake is made in thinking that when they are converted, their 
old sinful flesh is blotted out.BEST July 17, 1899, page 234.2 


In other words, they make the mistake of thinking that they are to be 
delivered from the flesh by having it taken away from them 
altogether.BEST July 17, 1899, page 234.3 


Then, when they find that this is not so, when they find that the 
same old flesh, with its inclinations, its besetments, and _ its 
enticements, is still there, they are not prepared for it, and so 
become discouraged, and are ready to think that they never were 
converted at all. BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.1 


And yet, if they would think a little, they ought to be able to see that 
that is all a mistake. Did you not have exactly the same body after 
you were converted as that of which it was composed before? To 
these questions everybody will promptly say, Yes. And plainly that 
is the truth.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.2 


And now there are further questions: Was not that flesh also of 
exactly the same quality as before? Was it not still human flesh, 
natural flesh, as certainly as it was before?—To this also everybody 
will say, Yes.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.3 


Then also a still further question: It being the same flesh, and of the 
same quality,—it still being human flesh, natural flesh, is it not also 
still just as certainly sinful flesh as it was before. BEST July 17, 
1899, page 235.4 


Just here is where creeps in the mistake of these many persons. To 
this last question they are inclined to think that the answer would be 
“No,” when it must be only a decided “Yes.” And this decided “Yes” 
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must be maintained so long as we continue in this natural 
body.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.5 


And when it is decided and constantly maintained that the flesh of 
the converted person is still sinful flesh, and only sinful flesh, he is 
so thoroughly convinced that in his flesh dwells no good thing that 
he will never allow a shadow of confidence in the flesh. And this 
being so, his sole dependence is upon something other than the 
flesh, even upon the Holy Spirit of God; his source of strength and 
hope is altogether exclusive of the flesh, even in Jesus Christ only. 
And being everlastingly watchful, suspicious, and thoroughly 
distrustful of the flesh, he never can expect any good thing from that 
source, and so is prepared by the power of God to beat back and 
crush down without mercy every impulse or suggestion that may 
arise from it and so does not fail, does not become discouraged, but 
goes on from victory to victory and from strength to strength.BEST 
July 17, 1899, page 235.6 


Conversion, then, you see, does not put new flesh upon the old 
spirit; but a new Spirit within the old flesh. It does not propose to 
bring new flesh to the old mind; but a new mind to the old flesh. 
Deliverance and victory are not gained by having the human nature 
taken away; but by receiving the divine nature to subdue and have 
dominion over the human,—not by the taking away of the sinful 
flesh, but by the sending in of the sinless Spirit to conquer and 
condemn sin in the flesh.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.7 


The Scripture does not say, Let this flesh be upon you, which was 
also upon Christ; but it does say, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5.BEST July 17, 1899, page 
235.8 


The Scripture does not say, Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your flesh; but it does say, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.” Romans 12:2. We shall be translatedby the renewing of 
our flesh; but we must be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.9 


The Lord Jesus took the same flesh and blood, the same human 
nature, that we have,—flesh just like our sinful flesh,—and because 
of sin, and by the power of the Spirit of God through the divine mind 
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that was in Him, “condemned sin in the flesh.” Romans 3:3. And 
therein is our deliverance (Romans 7:25), therein is our victory. “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” “A new heart 
will | give you, and a new Spirit will | put within you.,BEST July 17, 
1899, page 235.10 


Do not be discouraged at sight of sinfulness in the flesh. It is only in 
the light of the Spirit of God, and by the discernment of the mind of 
Christ, that you can see so much sinfulness in your flesh; and the 
more sinfulness you see in your flesh, the more of the Spirit of God 
you certainly have. This is a sure test. Then when you see 
sinfulness abundant in you, thank the Lord that you have so much 
of the Spirit of God that you can see so much of the sinfulness; and 
know of a surety that when sinfulness abounds, grace much more 
abounds in order that “as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” A. T. JONES.BEST July 17, 1899, page 235.11 
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July 24, 1899 
“Satanic ‘Reform,’” The Bible Echo 14, 30, pp. 242, 243. 


ATJ 


SOME time ago a leading Salvation Army man in Wichita, Kan., 
made a campaign for the office of mayor of that great city. And 
among some of the great things that he proposed to do in the way 
of reform if he should be elected, were the abolition of all plays and 
games of all sorts on Sundays; policemen to be requested to carry 
Bibles; ladies wearing bloomers to be fined one pound for the first 
offence, and to be put ten days in jail for the second offence; the 
city to pay the street-car fare of all who desire to attend church on 
Sundays; religious services to be held in the city hall on Sunday, all 
public officials expected to be present; the meetings of the common 
council to be opened and closed with prayer; a public library made 
up wholly of Bibles to be added to the library already existing; all 
stores except drug stores to be closed on Sunday; and all poor 
people to be supplied with drugs and medicines free of 
charge.BEST July 24, 1899, page 242.1 


We have not heard how this man fared in the election, nor do we 
care, as he is only a type—one of a vast number of such. The basis 
of this man’s theory, as that of the whole National Reform system, 
is “that every one is born with moral instincts, and would not go 
wrong, did not opportunities beset him on all sides."BEST July 24, 
1899, page 242.2 


That has been the religio-political reformer’s theory from the 
beginning. It is the theory upon which the Papacy was built, and, 
consistently enough, is the characteristic of the building of the 
image to the Papacy. It places outside of men all the responsibility 
for their wrong-doing. So in order that all men may be perfectly 
good, all that is needed is to take away all opportunities for them to 
do anything bad. Now if that principle be correct, then Satan himself 
can be made a saint by that process.BEST July 24, 1899, page 
242.3 


The truth is, however, that this principle is as false as any other one 
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of Satan’s inventions. By thus denying to men responsibility for any 
bad actions, men are also robbed of all virtue; because when men 
are good only by being deprived of the opportunity to be otherwise, 
all such goodness is altogether of a negative sort, an empty 
nothing.BEST July 24, 1899, page 242.4 


Such is not Christianity. Such principles and such methods of 
reform never can come from God. The truth is that man is 
responsible, altogether responsible, for any wrong thing that he 
does. And recognising this truth, the Lord extends to all men the 
virtue by which to love and choose the good, and the power to do 
the good in the face of all the opportunities to evil that this world of 
evil can present.BEST July 24, 1899, page 242.5 


Such are the true principles and the true methods of reform. The 
principle and method of Satan can be carried out, and that “reform” 
wrought only by the power of the state. The principle and method of 
the Lord, and thus true reform, can be carried out only by the power 
of God. All who adopt the principle of Satan depend upon legislation 
and the power of the state. All who adopt the principle of the Lord 
depend upon the power of God.BEST July 24, 1899, page 242.6 


The principle and method of Satan are far developed, and are fast 
developing in the world, and this satanic reform is being largely put 
into operation all over the land by means of the churches and 
religious organisations and combinations, etc., of the whole 
country.BEST July 24, 1899, page 242.7 


The Lord’s principle and method also are growing, and true reform 
is being put into operation by true Christians throughout the land. 
And it is time that every man should be intelligently looking at this 
matter, and choosing on which side he will stand—whether with 
Satan or with Christ. There is no middle ground. The enemy has 
come in like a flood. The Spirit of the Lord is lifting up a standard 
against him, and will put him to flight. This alone is the safe 
side.BEST July 24, 1899, page 243.1 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 14, 1899 
“War—The True and the False Estimate” The Bible Echo 14, 33, p. 268. 


ATJ 


VERESTCHAGIN is a Russian artist who paints war scenes sc 
horribly real that rulers and generals do not like to have either the 

soldiers or the people see the pictures, lest they refuse to go to war. 

This artist has been in battle himself, and fought so well as to be 

honoured with the highest military decoration known to Russia. This 

man, who has been in it, who knows so well exactly what it is, and 

who can so powerfully reproduce it on canvas, thus defines war: 

—BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.1 


“War is the loss of all human sense, under its influence men 
become animals entirely. The artist looks always for passion, and 
passion is seen at its height on the battle-field.... Every hour war 
brings something new, something never seen before, something 
outside the range of ordinary human life; it is the reversal of 
Christianity."BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.2 


And yet to-day in the United States, actually the great majority of 
professed ministers of the gospel hold war to be_ perfectly 
compatible with Christianity—that Christians can go to war and still 
be Christians!BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.3 


Read the following from a sermon on Sunday, April 30, by Rev. 
Frank C. Brunner, of Grace M. E. Church, Chicago, on “The Sword 
in American Civilisation’:—BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.4 


“The sword is a great history-maker. There is such a thing as a 
Christian war. Such to-day is the case in the Philippines. Nothing 
can check the advance in the Philippines. It is the hand of God in 
history. The pessimists may howl about the slaughter of the 
innocent, and hold their anti-expansion meetings. It will avail 
nothing. They mistake the signs of the times. God is marching on. 
Some of these timid souls forget the hero is the stuff out of which 
divine history is made. The thunder of George Dewey’s guns had 
the roar of a marked civilisation in them. Manila, the Venice of the 
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Orient, is to become the hub of a new civilisation. It is to radiate the 
light of American intelligence to the uttermost ruin of the 1,000 
islands. The crack of the rifles of General Ortis’ advancing army has 
in it the music of the coming of the Son of man. In a hundred years 
that territory, equal in English miles to Great Britain and Ireland, will 
be under the sway of the Son of God, the fruit of the triumph of the 
American sword. Nothing can change the sovereignty of human 
history. The purpose of God is ripe in the present conflict. He who 
opposes the struggle hits the providence of God in the face.”BEST 
August 14, 1899, page 268.5 


Is it not high time that there was a revival of the preaching of the 
gospel of peace? Is there not a loud call for the message of that 
angel of the Revelation, “flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”BEST August 
14, 1899, page 268.6 


Jesus Christ is the Prince of peace, not war. His gospel is the 
gospel of peace, not war. The preachers of His gospel are sent to 
preach “peace by Jesus Christ."BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.7 


These preachers that preach war are not the ministers of Christ, 
whatever their profession may be. General Sherman, one of the 
greatest warriors of modern times, in the quiet of times of peace, 
soberly declared that “War is hell.” How can any Christian, then, go 
to war? How can any Christian preacher preach in favour of war? 
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” Apostasy, apostasy, apostasy, has 
overtaken the church.BEST August 14, 1899, page 268.8 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 21, 1899 
“The Power of God” The Bible Echo 14, 34, p. 276. 


ATJ 


THE one great thing that all people in this world need is 
peace.BEST August 21, 1899, page 276.1 


And the only power that can ever be sufficient, the only power that 
can ever satisfy, is the power of God.BEST August 21, 1899, page 
276.2 


The Lord knew this, and therefore sent to mankind the one great 
thing needed,—power, even His own power.BEST August 21, 1899, 
page 276.3 


This power He sent only in the gospel, for “the gospel ... is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth."BEST 
August 21, 1899, page 276.4 


The gospel He sent only in Christ crucified; for “the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God.”BEST August 21, 1899, page 276.5 


“The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom; but 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness, but to them which are called ... Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God.BEST August 27, 1899, 
page 276.6 


A. T. JONES. 
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September 18, 1899 
“Walking Now with Angels” The Bible Echo 14, 38, p. 307. 
ATJ 


Ministering Spirits—The Unseen Multitude—Blind Eyes Opened—A Divine Revelation 


IN the third chapter of Zechariah, one was seen who was “clothed 
with filthy garments."BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.1 


To those who stood before him it was said, “Take away the filthy 
garments from him.”BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.2 


Then to him it was said, “Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to 
pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with change of raiment."BEST 
September 18, 1899, page 307.3 


The prophet then said, “Let them set a fair mitre upon his 
head.”BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.4 


Then “they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with 
garments.”BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.5 


“And the angel of the Lord stood by.”"BEST September 18, 1899, 
page 307.6 


Then said the Lord to the one who had been clothed with the 
garments, “If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt keep My 
charge, then .../ will give thee faces to walk among these THAT 
STAND BY.”BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.7 


AS IT WAS THE ANGELS OF THE Lord that stood by, this is but t 
say that to all such He will give places to walk among the angels of 
the Lord.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.8 


And this is not only to be so in the world to come; it is so now.BEST 
September 18, 1899, page 307.9 


To every one who is reconciled to God, there is given “the ministry 
of reconciliation; as every man hath received the gift, even so 
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minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.”BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.10 


Thus to every Christian there is given the ministry of 
salvation.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.11 


The angels also are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation, BEST September 18, 1899, 
page 307.12 


And this is true not only of some of the angels, but of a// the angels 
of the Lord.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.13 


“Are they  notall ministering spirits, sent forth?” etc.BEST 
September 18, 1899, page 307.14 


And how many are there of the angels?—There are “ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” There is “an 
innumerable company” of them.BEST September 18, 1899, page 
307.15 


There are certainly many times more of the angels of the Lord than 
there are of the inhabitants of the earth. BEST September 18, 1899, 
page 307.16 


And as they are all sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation, it is certain that there are many of the angels where 
there is one individual who is an heir of salvation; there was a 
“mountain full” of them round about Elisha. And did not Jesus say of 
His little ones, “Their angels do always behold the face of My 
Father’?BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.17 


Therefore, when we are ministering for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation, and the angels of the Lord—al/—are ministering for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation, and when there are many more of 
them than there are of us, then are we not walking among them 
EVEN NOW?BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.18 


Certainly we are; that is just as plain as that two and two make 
four.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.19 
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That we do not see them with our natural eyes, as we walk and 
work among them, is nothing against the fact. BEST September 718, 
1899, page 307.20 


Elisha’s servant did not see them until his eyes were opened. But 
they were there just as really before his eyes were opened as they 
were afterward. And he was among them, he was walking among 
them, and did not know it. BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.21 


Elisha was walking among them, too, and knew it. He saw them, 
though they were invisible. BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.22 


Therefore it is true that as certainly as we are ministering for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation, so certainly we are walking among 
the angels of the Lord; for they “all,” “an innumerable company,” are 
also ministering for them who shall be heirs of salvation.BEST 
September 18, 1899, page 307.23 


This is true whether we recognise it or not.BEST September 78, 
1899, page 307.24 


Then let us have the benefit of this blessed truth as we walk and 
work among the angels of the Lord. Let us not be as Elisha’s 
servant, who walked among them, and did not know it. Let us rather 
be as Elisha, the servant of the Lord, who walked among them, and 
knew it.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.25 


We do know it; for the Lord says it, and it is so. Then let us enjoy it 
as we go.BEST September 18, 1899, page 307.26 


A. T. JONES. 
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November 6, 1899 


“Note” The Bible Echo 14, 45, p. 363. 


ATJ 


Alonzo T. Jones, author of “The Great Empires of Prophecy,” says: 
—BEST November 6, 1899, page 363.1 


“In Constantinople in September and October, 1895, | meta reliable 
Christian man, who told me that in a conversation that he had with a 
Turkish judge, the judge told him that they expected as the outcome 
of the dealings with the powers, that they would be dispossessed of 
Constantinople; that after that their capital would be Jerusalem; that 
against them there at last they expected ‘the Christian nations’ to 
come to fight; and that then Messiah and Mahomet, would come. 
With the exception of Mahomet, this explanation as stated by the 
Turkish judge, is precisely, the thing that is spoken of this same 
time in the Scripture of truth.,BEST November 6, 1899, page 363.2 
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November 20, 1899 
“Christ the Example” The Bible Echo 14, 48, pp. 378, 379. 


ATJ 


JESUS CHRIST came into the world to bring to men the true 
knowledge of God; for “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself.” He came to reveal to men the kingdom of God,—to 
enunciate its principles, to manifest its spirit, to reveal its character. 

Of it He said: “My kingdom is not of this world.” “Excepta man be 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” And His apostles 
declared: “The kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.”BEST November 20, 1899, page 378.1 


Why was it that Jesus persistently kept aloof from all affairs of 
politics and the State? Was it because all things political, judicial, 
governmental, were conducted with such perfect propriety, and with 
such evident justice, that there was no place for anything better, no 
room for improvement such as even He might suggest?—Not by 
any means. Never was there more political corruption—greater 
perversion of justice—and _ essential all-pervasive evil of 
administration, than at that time. Why, then, did not Jesus call for 
“municipal reform’? Why did He not organise a “Law and Order 
League”? Why did He not disguise Himself and make tours of the 
dives and the gambling-dens, and entrap victims into violation of the 
law, and employ other spies to do the same, in order to get against 
the representatives of the law evidence of maladministration by 
which to arraign them and to compel them to enforce the law, and 
thus reform the city, regenerate society, and save the State, and so 
establish the kingdom of God? Why? The people were ready to do 
anything of that kind that might be suggested. They were ready to 
co-operate with Him in any such work of reform. Indeed, the people 
were so forward and so earnest in the matter that they would have 
actually taken Him by force and made [sic.] Him king, had He not 
withdrawn Himself from them. Why, then, did He refuse?BEST 
November 20, 1899, page 379.1 


The answer to all this is, Because He was Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, and had come to help men, not to oppress them; had come 
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to save men, not to destroy them. The government under which 
Jesus lived was corrupt and oppressive; on every hand were crying 
abuses—extortion, intolerance, and grinding cruelty. Yet the 
Saviour attempted no civil reforms. He attacked no national abuses, 
nor condemned the national enemies. He did not interfere with the 
authority or administration of those in power. He who was our 
Example kept aloof from earthly governments—not because He 
was indifferent to the woes of men, but because the remedy did not 
lie in merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the 
cure must reach men_ individually and must regenerate the 
heart.BEST November 20, 1899, page 379.2 


“Not by the decisions of courts, or councils, or legislative 
assemblies, not by the patronage of worldly great men, is the 
kingdom of Christ established; but by the implanting of Christ’s 
nature in humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. ‘As many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name; which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.’ 
Here is the only power that can work the uplifting of mankind. And 
the human agency for the accomplishment of this work is the 
teaching and practising of the Word of God.”"BEST November 20, 
1899, page 379.3 


Now Christ is the true Example set by God for every soul in this 
world to follow. The conduct of Christ is Christianity. Conformity to 
that example in the conduct of the individual believer—this and this 
alone is Christianity in the world. The conduct of Christ, the 
Example, was totally separate in all things from politics and the 
affairs of the State. Christianity, therefore, is the total separation of 
the believer in Christ from politics and all the affairs of the State, the 
total separation of religion and the Statein the individual 
believer.BEST November 20, 1899, page 379.4 


Accordingly, Jesus said to His disciples forever, “Ye are not of the 
world, but | have chosen you out of the world.” John 75:79. And to 
His Father He said of His disciples forever, “They are not of the 
world, even as | am not of the world.” John 17:76. Every Christian in 
this world, then, must be in the world as Christ was in the world. “As 
He is, so are we in this world.” 7 John 4:77. “It is enough for the 
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disciple that he be as his Master.” Matthew 10:25. The Master was 
always, and in all things, and by fixed design, completely separated 
from all affairs of politics and the State. And it is forever enough 
“that the disciple be as his Master."BEST November 20, 1899, page 
379.5 


This is the Christianity of Jesus Christ, as respects the great 
question of religion and the State. And, as in all the instruction from 
God from the beginning of creation down, it calls always for the 
complete separation of religion and the State in all things and in all 
people.BEST November 20, 1899, page 379.6 


ALONZO T. JONES. 
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December 11, 1899 


“Christian Patriotism” The Bible Echo 14, 50, pp. 402, 403. 


ATJ 


PATRIOTISM is the love of one’s country—the country of one’s 
birth—because it is the land of his fathers.BEST December 17, 
1899, page 402.1 


Christian patriotism, then, is the love if the country of the Christian’s 
birth, because it is the land of his Christian Fathers.BEST 
December 11, 1899, page 402.2 


What country, then, is the land of the Christian’s fathers? People 
are Christians only because they are Christ’s people. “And if ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” Galatians 3:29.BEST December 11, 1899, page 402.3 


Abraham was once a Gentile, was of the nations; but he was born 
again, was born from above. He was once an alien; but he was 
naturalised into the kingdom of God, and became a fellow citizen 
with the saints. BEST December 11, 1899, page 402.4 


In becoming naturalised into the kingdom of God, on being admitted 
into the heavenly citizenship, Abraham was required to get out of 
his country. Genesis 12:1.This requirement he at once accepted, 
and he “then did absolutely and forever renounce and abjure all 
allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state, or 
sovereignty whatsoever.” He obeyed and went out, “not knowing 
whither he went:” only knowing that be went with God, which was 
enough for him; and so he became the father of all them that 
believe. BEST December 11, 1899, page 402.5 


When God called Abram out of that country, be also called him into 
another country, a better, even a heavenly. At that time also God 
promised to show to Abram that country which he had espoused, 
and which was henceforth his: “Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house unto a land that | will 
show thee.”BEST December 11, 1899, page 402.6 
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Abram at once left his former country, but there went with him his 
father and his kindred. They came into the land of Haran, and dwelt 
there, and there Abram’s father died. Now he was separated from 
his “country” and from his “father’s house;” but Lot, his nephew, was 
yet with him, and so he was not yet separated from his 
“kindred.”"BEST December 11, 1899, page 402.7 


With Lot, his kindred, Abram came into the land of Canaan. But still 
the Lord could not show to Abram the land that he bad promised to 
show him; because he was not yet separated from all. God could 
not show Abram the land until Abram had fulfilled all the word of the 
Lord: Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land that | will show thee."BEST 
December 11, 1899, page 403.1 


Finally, however, their substance became so great that “the land 
was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together.” Abram 
said to Lot, “Separate thyself, | pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then | will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then | will go the [sic.] to left.... Then Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated 
themselves the one from the other."BEST December 11, 1899, 
page 403.2 


And just then God showed to Abram the land that he had promised 
him. “And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated 
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to they 
seed forever.” Genesis 13:14, 15. That land which was then shown 
to Abram was the whole world of the new earth; for it is written, 
“The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith.” Romans 4:13.BEST December 11, 1899, 
page 403.3 


Ever after that day, Abraham looked to that country. That is 
Abraham’s country. Wherever be was in this world, he was “in a 
strange country;” and in this strange count he dwelt “in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: for 
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he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” And “these all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen then afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful 
of that country from whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, 
that is AN HEAVENLY: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God: for be hath prepared for them a city.” Hebrews 11:9- 
16.BEST December 11, 1899, page 403.4 


We “are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” “And if ye 
be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” As Abraham is the father of all them that believe, and as 
that heavenly country is Abraham’s country, then that heavenly 
country is the Christian’s country. As Christian patriotism is love of 
the Christian’s country, the country of the Christian’s fathers; and as 
that country alone is the Christian’s country, the | country of the 
Christian’s fathers; so Christian patriotism is love of the country of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and CHRIST,—the heavenly country, 
“the world” of the new earth, the country which God gave in faithful 
promise to our father. BEST December 11, 1899, page 403.5 


Are you, now, a true Christian patriot? Is that truly your country? Do 
you love that country above all other countries that can ever be 
named or thought of BEST December 11, 1899, page 403.6 


And what a country! The wilderness like Eden, and the desert as 
the garden of the Lord: with only joy and gladness found therein, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody. A country in which the 
inhabitants shall never say, | am sick; for the people that dwell 
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. A country where the people 
shall all be righteous; and where the wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. A country where the eyes of the blind are 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; where the lame man 
shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing; where in the 
wilderness, waters break out, and streams in the desert, A country 
so quiet and so secure that the people can dwell safely in the 
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wilderness, and sleep in the woods. A country where the very land 

itself shall rejoice even with joy and singing; where for very joy the 

mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing, and all the 

trees of the field shall clap their hands. A country in which the 

tabernacle of God shall he with men, and “He shall dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and their shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 

neither shall there be any more pain; for the former things are 

passed away.” A country where “we shall ever feel the freshness of 

the morning, and shall ever be far from its close."BEST December 
11, 1899, page 403.7 


That is the Christian’s country. That is the country of our Christian 
fathers. Christian patriotism is love of that country. BEST December 
11, 1899, page 403.8 


Who would not be a Christian patriotPBEST December 11, 1899, 
page 403.9 


A. T. JONES. 
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